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ABSTRACT

Providing English materials based on local wisdom of Riau Malay is appropriate to improve
the students’ English skill and also their cultural values and norms. Integrating moral values or local
wisdom into English teaching and learning process can protect future generations from the
deterioration of their national identity. The objectives of this research were to analyse the integration
of local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture in English learning and the effects of the integration of local
wisdom on students’ English skills. Systematic literature review was employed in the study by
implementing PRISMA. This study utilized article databases and search engines namely Scopus,
Semantic Scholar and Google Scholar to obtain the data. There were 11 articles as the data source
which analyzed by employing narrative synthesis. The results of this study found that local wisdom of
Riau Malay can be integrated into English learning namely reading, writing and speaking skills.
Integrating Riau Malay Cultural values in English learning can enhance the students’ English ability
and their cultural awareness in preserving local culture and national identity. Nevertheless, the
studies related to the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture into English learning is very
limited, this research is necessary to fill that gap. It is also suggested for the next researchers to
conduct further investigations related to this topic.
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INTRODUCTION

Education has a crucial role in preparing human resources that has quality and noble
character. Providing English materials based on local wisdom of Riau Malay is appropriate to
improve the students’ English skill and also their cultural values and norms (Jismulatif &
Dahnilsyah, 2019; Rozimela, 2021). Furthermore, preserving culture as a local wisdom 1is a
means to sustain and deepen Indonesian wisdom. Local culture acts as a history knowledge
that need time to develop (Nafiah, 2020; Handayani & Amelia, 2023). Local wisdom can be

described as information found or gained by local people by trial and error which
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incorporated by knowing the nature and culture. It is a specific group of people's identity
(Irwan et al., 2020). Values grow organically alongside the development of society (Sari,
2018). It is the foundation of tradition value that is organically develop and obtained from the
society and environment, which becomes philosophical concepts in managing as well growing
a given group of people's socio-cultural system (Sibarani et al., 2021). Each region has its
own local wisdom that helps people manage their socio-cultural systems. As Indonesia has a
wide range of social groupings, the local values of knowledge are distributed throughout
countries (Jumriani et al., 2021). This circumstance makes Indonesia wealthy in local values
that may be employed in developing learners' individuality, character and identity.

In the revolution industry 4.0, English skill has become the crucial skill that used as
lingua franca all over the world. In Indonesia, English is learned from elementary school until
university level as English as Foreign Language (hereinafter, EFL). English is learned to
enhance students’ knowledge and also to prepare them to be able to communicate and
socialize in national and global community (Warman, 2021). Besides, English also can
enhance their employability in the future. In addition, according to Merdeka Belajar
curriculum and 21st century education that congruent with Indonesian National Qualification
Framework (KKNI) stated that students are forced to enhance their knowledge, science,
technology and also their soft skills namely communication skills, collaboration, creativity,
values and characters (Meidipa et al., 2022; Meneses et al., 2023).

Therefore, students should enhance their knowledge, English skills, soft skills, values
and characters in order to prepare themselves to compete in global labour market after
graduation from university. Local wisdom in learning languages is essential for preserving
our culture and developing our character and national identity (Irwan et al., 2020; Jumriani et
al., 2021). Local wisdom 1is utilized in English teaching and learning to create character in
learners based on their local values. Aside from studying practical and pure linguistic parts of
English, learners need also comprehend the communication strategy and cultural context of
the language being studied as well as their own. Communicative competence (Septy, 2017)
defines as (1) the capacity for adaption, participation in conversation, communication ability,
organizes discussion, demonstrate empathy, and work effectively. As a result, communicative
competence is more than just speaking ability. It requires learners to comprehend all of the
content and context of the issue as it is mirrored in the speaker's personality and

characteristics.
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In addition, it can be argued that studying EFL should include not only linguistic
components mastery but also communication competency and socio-cultural competence
(Guryanov et al., 2019). Communicative and socio-culturally based local knowledge
competency can help learners develop their identities and personalities. Furthermore, it
provides learners with a grasp of the cultural values, which might safeguard them against
inappropriate the culture of the target language (Kovtun et al., 2019). It is because studying
English may expose the students to inappropriate target language culture. English teaching
and learning should incorporate elements of local culture by integrating the materials of local
culture in the teaching and learning activities can help students learn about their culture
(Salamatina et al., 2022). Therefore, the instructor and lecturer must then integrate and
organize English materials contained the local wisdom values for the students. It is envisaged
that students would utilize English as a method to communicate align with values of local
wisdom. Furthermore, the depiction of Indonesian local wisdom in English language learning
can help students better comprehends their culture, traditions, values and cultural identity.
The incorporation of learners' local cultures is crucial in foreign language instruction so that
learners may grasp the language that they study more naturally (Novita et al., 2020). In
conclusion, local wisdom-based education is education that trains students to connect into the
real-life situation that is experienced on a daily basis. It is an example of education that
focuses on the empowerment of local skills and is very relevant for the development of life
skills which focuses on developing local talents and aptitude in each location.

English is one of the skills that students should learn. However, the purpose of teaching
and studying English is to develop the learners' character as well as their language proficiency
(Hasyim, 2020). The focus of using local wisdom in learning process is to assist them in
acquiring target language. On the other side, the English teaching and learning intends not
only to learn English but also to help students to maintain their local wisdom, create their
local wisdom-based character, and promote their local culture globally. Local wisdom is used
in EFL education by instilling local cultural values in students. Teaching and learning EFL is
concerned not only with growing students' skills in speaking, reading, writing, and listening
(linguistic mastery), but also with enhancing students' knowledge of specific work’s meaning
and values. The educational system in Indonesia ought to strengthen students' proficiency in
technical abilities and also the principles and meaning of a specific topic learned (Sari, 2018).
These challenges arise in the context of EFL Indonesian student. The teacher's responsibility
is to answer those challenges, training students for both technical and conceptual skills. In
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general, a learning activity has to involve culture, values, and norms (Uge et al., 2019). In
short, once students learn new language and culture it does not means they forget their own
culture. They should enhance their knowledge based on the cultural values and national
identity.

Several researchers have conducted study about local wisdom inclusion in English
learning. The study conducted by (Shofyana et al., 2022) implemented local wisdom through
project based English learning (PBL). The integration of local wisdom of Java Island and
PBL in the scopes of culture, tourism, local industry, entrepreneurship and folklore are
employing in English language teaching. The result of the study revealed that this strategy can
improve students’ English skill and soft skills (Shofyana et al., 2022). Next, (Meidipa et al.,
2022) carried out a study related to the utilization of local wisdom via e-learning in enhancing
students’ English learning outcome. They used folklore from North Sumatra in the learning
materials. The result of their findings revealed that the integration of local wisdom through
Edmodo improved the students’ English learning outcome (Meidipa et al., 2022).
Furthermore, (Sulistyowati & Surachmi, 2020) employed local wisdom through narrative
story namely folklore in Kudus, Java island to improve students’ writing ability and moral
values. Their study concluded that integrated local wisdom through narrative story could
enhance the students’ writing skill and moral values that crucial component of national
identities (Sulistyowati & Surachmi, 2020). The previous studies above revealed that
integrated local wisdom for English teaching and learning gave contribution to the
improvement of students’ English ability and moral values.

Nevertheless, the findings of the previous studies demonstrate that no research has
examined the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture in English learning
collectively, especially systematic literature review study. The previous researches limited to
specific regions namely Java Island and North Sumatera (Meidipa et al., 2022; Shofyana et
al., 2022; Sulistyowati & Surachmi, 2020). Those researches also use non-systematic
approaches. Hence, this study was conducted to complete the research gap. Thus, the research
questions of this study were:

(1) How the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay culture in English learning?
(2) What are the effects of the integration local wisdom on students’ English skills?

Therefore, this study was conducted to investigate the integration of local wisdom of

Riau Malay Culture in English learning and the effects of the integration local wisdom on

students’ English skills.
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METHOD

The study aimed to investigate the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture in
English learning and the effects of the integration of local wisdom on students’ English skills.
Library research was implemented to obtain publications from journal databases. Systematic
literature review (SLR) approach was employed in analyzing the accepted articles. PRISMA
framework was adapted to carried out the study by performing four stages namely
identification, screening, eligibility, and synthesize (Page et al., 2021; Siddaway et al., 2019).
Next, the accepted articles were analyzed through narrative synthesis (Popay et al., 2006) to
investigate the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay in English learning. The stages of

the literature review were presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: PRISMA Flowchart Stages

Identification (searching)

The researcher searched articles that relevant to the study from online databases and
article databases and search engines namely Scopus, Google Scholar, and Semantic Scholar
that published from 2018-2023. The search keywords used by the researchers were ‘Riau
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Malay culture in English learning’, ‘local wisdom in English learning’, and ‘local wisdom’.
The inclusion criteria of the literatures were articles, proceeding and thesis that relevant to the
research variables. Articles or proceedings that could not be accessed directly, except by a
membership were excluded. The researcher collected 427 papers at this stage. However, 59
items were deleted since they could not be accessed with membership. Table 1 show the
inclusion and exclusion criteria for the literatures.

Table 1: The Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria of Articles

No Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria
1  The articles, proceeding and thesis that They are books or personal point of view from
related to the integration of local wisdom of blogs.
Riau Malay.
2 The Articles were published during 2018- The articles were published before 2018.
2023
3 The articles are open access. The articles are not opeb access.
4 Local wisdom of Riau Malay was Local wisdom or Riau Malay was not
_integrated in English learning context. _integrated in English learning context.
Screening

The researcher reviewed the titles and abstracts of the articles in order to assess the
inclusion and exclusion papers. The researcher would save the articles that were related to the
study's research questions and eliminate those excluded articles that were inappropriate to the
investigation at this point. During the initial screening, 279 publications were excluded
because they were unrelated to the study's variable. Those articles were not discussed about
local wisdom or Riau Malay culture. Thus, the researcher had obtained 89 publications in the

final screening.

Eligibility

The researcher manually reviewed the remaining publications to figure out if the papers
met the inclusion criteria. After analyzing the title, abstract, and content, 72 publications were
removed because they were not related to English learning. The overall number of articles at
this stage was 17, but because 6 of them did not contain full-text, the researchers discarded

them.

Synthesize and results
In this stage, there were 11 articles reviewed by the researchers. These articles were
published in 2018-2023, discussed about local wisdom of Riau in English learning.

Afterwards, the selected articles were analysed through narrative synthesis by grouping or
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clustering the data and making tabulation based on the research questions to convey the data
graphically in order to assist the researchers in synthesizing the reviewed articles (Popay et
al., 2006). During this stage, the researcher studied 11 articles in depth that were relevant to

the study topics and met the inclusion criteria.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Findings

The researchers analysed 11 papers that met the study's criteria for this investigation. All of
the articles discussed the involvement of local wisdom of Riau Malay in English learning
from elementary school to university level. Next, the researchers organized the data source

into tables in order to assist them in analysing the reviewed articles and answering the

research questions. The description of the reviewed articles can be presented in Table 2.

Table 2: The Summary of Reviewed Articles in 2018-2023

No Authors The aim of studies Subjects Research  Focus of  Year
designs the
studies
1 Agustina To explore local University  Descriptive  Reading 2018
wisdom in Siak students
folklore for reading
comprehension skill.
2 Jismulatif &  To examine the University Research ~ Speakin 2019
Dahnilsyah utilization of local students and g
wisdom values in the developme
English drama nt
course.
3 Yuliani, S To analyze Malay Junior high  Descriptive Reading 2020
folklores in Riau school study
province to preserve students
local wisdom of Riau
Malay Culture.
4 Rozimelaet  To develop an Elementary =~ Research ~ Reading 2021
al. effective ELT school and and
material employed students developme  speakin
local wisdom Riau nt g
Malay culture.
5  Yuliani & To develop digital Junior high  Research ~ Speakin 2021
Hartanto storytelling of Malay school and g
folklore in online students developme
learning and examine nt
the implementation
of digital
storytelling.
6  Asnawietal. To determine the University  Descriptive Reading 2022
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integration of Tunjuk students study
Ajar Melayu on
students’ critical
reading.
7  Indrawati et To design and Senior high  Research ~ Writing 2022
al. integrate Kuantan school and
Singingi’s local students developme
wisdom for writing nt
procedure texts.
8 Gisfa, M To explore the local University  Descriptive Reading 2022
wisdom story students study
(folklores) that
taught in reading
comprehension in
Kampar, Riau.
9 Emi To design and University Research ~ Reading 2023
implement e-module students and and
based on local developme  writing
wisdom of Riau nt
Malay Culture in
enhancing students'
cultural awareness
and English skills.
10 Putri, M. E To investigate the Senior high Pre- Reading 2023
effect of local school experiment
wisdom-based students al
English reading
teaching materials to
improve students’
reading literacy.
11 Agustina, P To design and Secondary Research ~ Reading 2023
et al. implement Jangoi and senior and
folklore as high school developme
instructional students. nt

materials in ELT.

Afterwards, the publications were categorized in accordance with the research approach.
There were 6 articles employed research and development, 4 articles utilized descriptive study
and 1 article used pre-experimental study. The calculation of the articles is presented in figure

2 and the research trends are shown in Figure 2 below.
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Figure 2 shows that the majority of the studies are pre-experimental research (55%).

There are also descriptive (36%) and research and development research (9%).
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Figure 3: The Trends of Articles in 2018-2023

Furthermore, in term of the research trend Figure 3 reveals that the previous studies
have combined local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture in English teaching and learning. It
shows that in 2022 and 2023 the number of the studies investigated the use of local wisdom of
Riau Malay is greater than previous years. It means that, more researchers have integrated of
local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture than in 2018 and 2019. These studies are crucial to
increase students’ cultural awareness, character and national identity.

Afterwards, the focus studies of the selected articles were classified to guide the
researchers in synthesizing the data source. The findings revealed that the previous
researchers integrated local wisdom of Malay Riau Culture to improve students’ reading,
writing and speaking skills. The finding is presented in Table 3.

Table 3: Distribution of Reviewed Articles’ Focus of Studies

No Focus of the Study Authors

1 Reading Agustina (2018), Yuliani (2020), Rozimela et al. (2021),
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Asnawi et al. (2022), Gisfa (2022), Erni (2023), Putri (2023),

Agustina et al.(2023).
2 Writing Indrawati et al. (2022), Erni (2023)
3 Speaking Jismulatif & Dahnilsyah (2019), Rozimela et al. (2021),

Yuliani & Hartanto (2021)

Table 3 reveals that the majority of the reviewed articles discussed about the
integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture to improve students’ reading skill. The
second most integrated local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture in the articles is speaking skill
and the least is writing skill. Furthermore, the selected articles were categorized based on the

participants’ education level. The result is shown in Figure 4 below.

The number of articles
w

Elementary school  Junior high school  Senior high school University

Education level

Figure 4: The Number of Articles based on Education Level

Figure 4 describes that the most extensively explored related to the integration of local
wisdom of Riau Malay in English learning is at university level namely 5 studies. Next, there
are 3 studies investigated the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay in English learning at
junior and senior high school level. In addition, there is 1 research conducted at elementary
school level. In conclusion, many researchers have been integrating of local wisdom of Riau

Malay in English learning especially at university level.

Discussion
Integration of Local Wisdom of Riau Malay Culture and Effect on Reading Skill

The majority of the residents of Riau Province and Riau Island are Malay. Malays in
Riau province have a diverse range of cultural arts, allowing the attempt to maintain Malay
culture to be sustainable (Yuliani, 2020). Therefore, Malay local wisdom has been integrated

to several subjects in schools and universities in Riau Province and Riau Island. One of which
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is through the local wisdom integration to improve students’ English ability namely reading
skill. A study conducted by Asnawi et al. have employed Tunjuk Ajar Melayu (hereinafter,
TAM) text in teaching critical reading on university students (Asnawi et al., 2022). TAM
promotes humanist principles that may be utilized to guide and support Malay way of life. If
the Malay population absorbs and lives these ideals, they form its Malay identity.
Furthermore, someone who has directed 74AM may be described as someone who is
praiseworthy, dependable, depended on, skillful, smart, wise, informed, and has an
appreciation for cultural and religious values. Malay elders encourage younger generations
not to substitute Malay Instruction in any sphere of life. Besides Qur'an and Sunnah, TAM is
considered as a third guidance. The most crucial indicator in life is the presence and status of
TAM for the Malay population. It distribution can be conveyed in the form of works, namely
pantun, gurindam, and poetry (Effendy, 2013). The norms and values of the ideal Malay
existence are included in it. One way to maintain these values, teaching aids for critical
reading of Malay instructional materials are provided. Teaching materials are a collection of
learning tools or instruments that involve materials for learning, methodologies, limits, and
evaluation methods. The usage of TAM texts is intended to read it more easily for readers to
comprehend and collaborate regarding the Malay community's humanist attitudes and action
(Asnawi et al., 2022). Furthermore, this initiative is a sort of cultural conservation that strives
to preserve the beliefs, attitudes, and humanitarian conduct of today's Malay generations. As a
result of this initiative, young Malays will be better equipped to become humanists and Malay
leaders. The result of their study concluded that critical reading teaching materials should be
designed in accordance with Malay cultural traits namely the features of 7AM text. The
findings of this study is 74AM can be employed to enhance students’ critical reading ability in
order to foster student comprehension and humanist principles in daily life which is essential
for overcoming the problems of language acquisition in the millennial era (Asnawi et al.,
2022). It means that once students are encouraged to improve their critical reading through
local wisdom text, they also preserve their cultural values implicitly.

Furthermore, Putri (2023) and Rozimela et al. (2021) also integrated local wisdom of
Riau Malay Culture into teaching materials. They found that foreign cultures in English
textbooks employed by their students did not correspond to the context in which students live
(Putri, 2023; Rozimela, 2021). Indonesian culture instructs us to be respectful and to avoid
breaking religious rules. Culture of Riau Malay is one of which that appreciates etiquette and

excellent manners. The findings revealed that primary schools used English textbooks have
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function in facilitating the improvement of learners’ knowledge, but could not shape their
characters with the nuance of Riau Malay culture. In short, students' demands in
implementing Riau Malay culture characters have not been addressed. Therefore, they
develop English materials by integrating culture of Malay Riau namely traditional of arts,
games, buildings, attire, historical monuments, etc. The materials were designed to increase
learners' language skills based on their requirements and the context of their surroundings. As
a result, students acquire English quickly because it meets their requirements and is culturally
relevant to students. By using English materials-based Riau Malay culture, students may learn
English through their cultural background while filtering out the foreign culture. As a result,
learners with Riau Malay characteristics can be formed through English classes. In addition,
the findings showed that that local wisdom-based English reading teaching material are
beneficial for increasing reading literacy (Putri, 2023; Rozimela, 2021).

Next, several researchers employed folklores of Malay from some regions in Riau and
Riau island namely Kampar, Siak and Penyengat Island to enhance students’ reading
comprehension at junior high school, senior high school and university level (A. Agustina,
2018; P. Agustina et al., 2023; Gisfa, 2022; Yuliani, 2020). Reading comprehension is the
action of comprehending written content. It is an interaction between the reader and the text.
Reading is a purposeful action that allows us to get more information, science, and
knowledge. Reading is also one of the most significant tools for learners since it allows them
to obtain knowledge and meet their information needs. Comprehending information has been
read is referred to as reading comprehension. It is a viable, analytical procedure that is
dependent not just on understanding but also on the student's past experiences and knowledge.
Folklore is a fiction story that is generated through the locals of a culture and consists of
traditions unique to that culture that has been transmitted toward subsequent generations to
generation that imparts life lessons (Yuliani, 2020). Folklore is a number of stories
concerning animal and human, cultural myths, jokes and tales aimed to teach a moral lesson,
provide crucial information and daily life lessons in an understandable manner style for all
people that normally is shared between people orally (A. Agustina, 2018). Each story has a
unique ending with a helpful moral message that may be learned from these stories.

Riau folklore is a collection of values and practices that is continuing to evolve
throughout time alongside the advancement and development of civilization that performed
by the inhabitants of the village and hereditarily within history. However, many young

generations who are unfamiliar with folklore. Nevertheless, folklore have contribution in
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forming students’ characters, thus teachers should integrate local culture in English learning
(Yuliani, 2020). There are several objective of teaching English reading through folklores
namely investigating regional values as a manifestation of Indonesian variety, investigating
the teaching and commitment to ethics and preserving local culture as a type of regional
cultural love that promotes national culture (Gisfa, 2022). Gisfa (2022) found there were three
folklores that inherited in Kampar sub-district namely Datuk Lumpuh, Danau Kunci and
Kerajaan Gunung Sahilan. Whereas, Agustina (A. Agustina, 2018) reported that there were
five folklores in Siak sub-district that can be employed in teaching reading comprehension
namely Kerajaan Siak, Umbut Muda, Kerajaan Gasib, Pusako, and Danau Naga Sakti. In
addition, Agustina et al.(P. Agustina et al., 2023) employed a folklore from Penyengat Island
namely Jangoi. The findings also revealed that those folklores were appropriate to employ in
teaching reading comprehension since they are from Riau and interesting to learn moral
values based on local wisdom. As a result, this approach can improve the students’ learning
outcomes (P. Agustina et al., 2023). These folklores have been told for many years to young
generations in order to comprehend the tradition and local values in their regions. These
folklores convey cultural values and moral lesson from the ancestor to inherited generations.
In short, the local stories can be utilized as reading materials for the students not only to
enhance the students’ vocabulary and reading skill, but also to preserve the cultural values of
the local wisdom of the students.

In addition, accordance with Merdeka Belajar curriculum in Indonesia that the
technology also can be integrated into teaching and learning process by incorporating local
wisdom material into the educational program through the use of e-module, students gain
cultural understanding of their local wisdom (Erni, 2023). In the e-module teachers can
discuss several local wisdom of Riau namely Songket Ybale a Malay traditional batik
handicraft of Riau to improve students’ reading skill. The e-module based on local wisdom
was proven can promote students' cultural understanding and enthusiasm in learning reading.
Based on the description above, it can be concluded that the integration of technology in
teaching material namely e-module can be used in learning English based on Riau Malay
culture. Students must preserve their national identity, characters and values by implementing

reading materials-integrated to local wisdom and technology in English learning.
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Integration of Local Wisdom of Riau Malay Culture and Effect on Writing Skill

Writing is crucial in both daily life and educational achievement, yet it is one of the
hardest abilities to acquire since it includes the collaboration and balancing of multiple steps
and requires on a variety of linguistic and cognitive abilities (Kim et al., 2021). Nevertheless,
Indonesian students' ability in writing text might be classified as poor. When it comes to
creating a text, students frequently lack understanding as well as language and skill (Indrawati
et al., 2022). This problem occurred due to the students’ lack of vocabulary mastery, grammar
and the textbooks used by the students were not appropriate with the students’ need and did
not include local wisdom aspect (Erni, 2023). Students' cultural awareness did not improve as
the outcome of the textbook. Hence, the students need teaching materials that motivate them
to learn writing and also is not monotonous for them. Thus, the students need teaching
materials that interesting and motivate them in learning writing. Integrating local wisdom and
technology in teaching materials can improve students’ writing skills (Erni, 2023).

The study conducted by Indrawati et al. (2022) implemented e-module based on local
wisdom which is relevant to students’ need by integrating technology in improving their
writing skill. The teaching material accordance with local wisdom of Kuantan Singingi was
employed by the researchers for writing procedure texts at high school. Furthermore, the e-
module content all of the needed requirements as teaching material for writing procedural text
course for senior high school students. This e-module was meant to assist students enhance
their abilities in producing procedural documents, and also to promote and foster local
wisdom. Whereas, e-module is congruent with local wisdom also used to improve the
creativity of the students in writing text. The result of study revealed that the topic chosen was
more engaging and appealing to learners and fostered autonomous learning skills. The
majority of the students felt that learning the through an e-module boosted their understanding
of local culture. It was determined that implementing e-module integrated to local wisdom in
the writing subject increased students' knowledge of local wisdom of Riau.

The findings described above concluded that the application of e-module with the
integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay can promote the students’ motivation in learning
English since it utilized technology aspect that congruent with the students’ demand and
millennial learning style. In addition, the topic of the e-module namely local wisdom of Riau
can engage the students’ activeness in the activities of teaching and learning. Consequently,
the use of local wisdom of Riau Malay in e-module not only improves the students’ writing

ability, but also their knowledge of Riau Malay culture.
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Integration of Local Wisdom of Riau Malay Culture and Effect on Speaking Skill

Speaking ability is frequently utilized as a primary indicator of an English learner's
performance in the setting of English Language Teaching in Indonesia (Renandya et al.,
2018). People are prone to regard someone as a competent English speaker if he or she is able
to communicate effectively (Ho, 2020). The similar trend occurs in many company in
Indonesia, which generally conduct English interview in hiring new staff in order to
investigate a candidate's English competence (Rido, 2020). It means that, speaking is crucial
skill that should have by students before they graduate and compete in workplace. One
method can be applied to improve students’ speaking skill through English drama (Jismulatif
& Dahnilsyah, 2019). The researchers found that the English Drama course in a university in
Riau, was still based on materials from Western countries, such as books, scripts, and
references. Nonetheless, what students learn and the stories created by foreign authors were
different. The distance between Malay culture and Western cultures has been obviously seen
in the setting of diverse culture. In fact, the students lack cultural context of the Western
scripts that contribute to the lower comprehending of it. This gap could affect the students’
motivation and their learning outcomes. Thus, it seemed to be urgency for an innovative
method of instruction of English drama topic and learning materials in line with local
wisdom. Despite the fact that the English Drama topic has been taught adequately and
effectively, the students still do not have character values that will be useful in their lives. The
researchers pointed out that instead of adopting foreign drama scripts, the students were
encouraged to create their own scripts by combining Riau Malay folklore and Malay society-
based characters. The study result revealed that after implementing Malay culture with local
wisdom in drama contains both cultural roots and character qualities that have been
profoundly embedded within the community can assist students in comprehending their own
characters. As a result, there was significant effect on students’ speaking skill after integrating
local wisdom script in drama (Jismulatif & Dahnilsyah, 2019).

Furthermore, in this digital era millennial students get information immediately since
they are familiar with the technology and internet. The advancement of technology
contributes to positive and negative effect in students’ life (Szymkowiak et al., 2021). In the
positive aspect of integrate technology in students’ learning process is its flexibility namely
they can learn anywhere and anytime via e-learning (Dakhi et al., 2020). However, the
negative effect of this ubiquitous technology is it can influence their life style and cultural

values (Achmad, 2021). The researchers observed there was shifting to Korean Drama culture
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in the students’ life, thus they converted the millennial learners to appreciate and look for
digital folklores to preserve Malay history while creating new unique stories through digital
storytelling (Yuliani & Hartanto, 2021). The goal of this research's digital storytelling design
was to preserve indigenous folklore among Sakai tribes, the indigenous tribes in Riau,
Indonesia. The study conducted by Yuliani and Hartanto (2021) developed digital storytelling
for junior high school students and conducted in English classes. The ancient traditions that
employed by them entitled Pawang Jaring Rusa that organized into five movies that were
divided into folklore and history (Yuliani & Hartanto, 2021). The findings of the study
showed that designing of digital storytelling received good response from users. Additionally,
data from research findings indicate that Sakai's digital storytelling was valuable to students
in preserving Riau Malay heritage in English learning.

In conclusion, there were several ways have been implemented by previous researchers
in order to improve the students’ speaking skill and cultural values namely through drama and
digital folklores. In English learning, students should not eliminated the cultural values of
Indonesia, but can be viewed as an opportunity to promote Indonesian cultural values namely
local wisdom of Riau. Therefore, young generation can hone their English skill for their

future career without ignore their national identity and values.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

The results of this study found that local wisdom of Riau Malay Culture could be
integrated to English learning namely to improve students’ reading, writing and speaking
skills. Integrating local wisdom into English learning can enhance the students’ English
ability, cultural awareness and values of Riau Malay Culture. This study shed in light in the
integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay to improve students’ English skills at various
education levels. Besides, the integration of Riau Malay culture in English learning also
enhanced students’ cultural awareness and characters. Nevertheless, the researchers identified
limitation on the study namely there were only 11 articles found by the authors discussed
about the integration of local wisdom of Riau Malay culture in English learning. Therefore,
the researchers recommend to the next researcher to conduct more studies accordance with
local wisdom of Riau Malay culture in English learning especially in improving listening
skill. These findings also inform future curriculum development by encouraging the inclusion

of culturally relevant materials and local wisdom in English learning.

197 | Copyright © 2025, ELP, ISSN 2656-6451 EISSN 2502-2792



REFERENCES

Achmad, W. (2021). Citizen and netizen society: the meaning of social change from a
technology point of view. Jurnal Mantik, 5(3), 1564—1570.

Agustina, A. (2018). Folklore Siak: The Local Wisdom in Reading. A Thesis. Universitas
Islam Riau.

Agustina, P., Askurny, N. R., & Pujiastuti, 1. (2023). Applying Jangoi Folklore from
Penyengat Island on ELT. Language and Education Journal Undiksha, 6(1), 20-33.

Asnawi, A., Zulaeha, 1., Supriyanto, T., Mardikantoro, H. B., Wahyuni, S., & Etfita, F.
(2022). Critical Reading of Tunjuk Ajar Melayu Texts Regarding Humanist Literacy as
Conservation Teaching Materials Language Learning in the Millennial Era. JURNAL
KEPENDIDIKAN: Jurnal Hasil Penelitian Dan Kajian Kepustakaan Di Bidang
Pendidikan, Pengajaran, Dan Pembelajaran, 8(3), 629-642.

Backfisch, 1., Scherer, R., Siddiq, F., Lachner, A., & Scheiter, K. (2021). Teachers’
technology use for teaching: Comparing two explanatory mechanisms. Teaching and
Teacher Education, 104, 103390.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2021.103390

Bao, M. (2022). Psychological health characteristics of college students’moral education in
the era of internet plus. Psychiatria Danubina, 34(suppl 5), 321.

Blau, I., Shamir-Inbal, T., & Avdiel, O. (2020). How does the pedagogical design of a
technology-enhanced collaborative academic course promote digital literacies, self-

regulation, and perceived learning of students? The Internet and Higher Education, 45,
100722. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2019.100722

Dakhi, O., JAMA, J., & IRFAN, D. (2020). Blended learning: a 21st century learning model
at college. International Journal Of Multi Science, 1(08), 50—65.

Effendy, T. (2013). Tunjuk Ajar Melayu dalam Pantun, Gurindam, Seloka, Syair, dan
Ungkapan. Pekanbaru: Tenas Effendy Foundation.

Erni, E. (2023). Developing Local Wisdom-Based E-Module in Reading and Writing Course
for Tertiary Students in Indonesia. AL-ISHLAH: Jurnal Pendidikan, 15(2), 2577-2590.
https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v1512.4073

Gisfa, M. (2022). Folklore Kampar: The Local Wisdom In Reading. A Thesis. Universitas
Islam Riau.

Groschner, A. (2023). Promoting video-based research in teacher education and professional
development: A commentary on ontological, methodological and epistemological
advances.  Learning, Culture  and  Social  Interaction, 39, 100701.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/}.1cs1.2023.100701

Guryanov, 1. O., Rakhimova, A. E., & Guzman, M. C. (2019). Socio-Cultural Competence in
198 | Copyright © 2025, ELP, ISSN 2656-6451 EISSN 2502-2792



Teaching Foreign Languages. International Journal of Higher Education, 8(7), 116—
120.

Hamzah, Z., & Basri, Y. Z. (2021). The influence of Islamic leadership and Islamic work
ethics on employee performance of Islamic banks in riau province mediated by Islamic

organizational culture. International Journal of Islamic Business & Management, 5(1),
23-34. https://doi.org/10.46281/ijibm.v511.1136

Handayani, F., & Amelia, M. (2023). Critical discourse analysis on local cultural content in
English textbooks. ELT in Focus, 6(1), 48-56. https://doi.org/10.35706/eltinfc.v611.9410

Hasyim, U. A. A. (2020). Local Wisdom-based EFL Teaching: Internalizing the Values of
Local Culture to Millennial Learners.

Ho, Y.-Y. C. (2020). Communicative language teaching and English as a foreign language
undergraduates’ communicative competence in Tourism English. Elsevier: Journal of
Hospitality,  Leisure,  Sport &  Tourism  Education, 27, 100271.
https://doi.org/10.1016/;.jhlste.2020.100271

Huang, Q. (2022). Recent advances of information literacy education for international
students in Chinese academic libraries. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 48(2),
102497. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2022.102497

Indrawati, S., Prawati, A., & Aruan, R. (2022). Developing E-Module Based on Kuantan
Singingi’s Local Wisdom for Writing Procedure Texts. EDUKATIF.: JURNAL ILMU
PENDIDIKAN, 4(6), 7467-7476. https://doi.org/10.31004/edukatif.v4i6.4161

Irwan, 1., Taufig, M. A., & Fernando, R. (2020). A review of the integration of local wisdom
in English language teaching in 5.0 Society Era. Proceeding IAIN Batusangkar, 1(3),
143-148.

Jismulatif, J., & Dahnilsyah, D. (2019). Integrating English Drama Instruction into the Local
Wisdom of Riau Malay Culture. Proceedings of the UR International Conference on
Educational Sciences, 710-716.

Jumriani, J., Mutiani, M., Putra, M. A. H., Syaharuddin, S., & Abbas, E. W. (2021). The
urgency of local wisdom content in social studies learning: Literature review. The
Innovation of Social Studies Journal, 2(2), 103—1009.

Kim, Y.-S. G,, Yang, D., Reyes, M., & Connor, C. (2021). Writing instruction improves
students’ writing skills differentially depending on focal instruction and children: A
meta-analysis for primary grade students. Elsevier: Educational Research Review, 34,
100408. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.edurev.2021.100408

Kovtun, O., Kovtun, O., & Thnatenko, N. (2019). Intercultural communication as a component
of the formation of students’socio-cultural competence in teaching foreign language in
higher education. Bicnux Hayionanvnoi Axaoemii Kepisnux Kaopie Kynemypu i
Mucmeyms, 2. https://doi.org/10.32461/2226-3209.2.2019.177527

199 | Copyright © 2025, ELP, ISSN 2656-6451 EISSN 2502-2792



Liu, J., Han, Z., Ma, X., & Xin, R. (2023). Moral disengagement and cyberbullying
perpetration among adolescents: The moderating role of empathy. Children and Youth
Services Review, 155, 107178.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107178

Lubis, D. F. (2023). Efforts to improve students’moral values in the era of digital
development. International Journal of Students Education, 2(1), 103—-106.

Marin-Lopez, 1., Zych, 1., Ortega-Ruiz, R., Monks, C. P., & Llorent, V. J. (2020). Empathy
online and moral disengagement through technology as longitudinal predictors of
cyberbullying victimization and perpetration. Children and Youth Services Review, 116,
105144. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105144

Mayer, S., & Schwemmle, M. (2023). Teaching university students through technology-
mediated experiential learning: Educators’ perspectives and roles. Computers &
Education, 207, 104923. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2023.104923

Meidipa, L. F., Harahap, N., & Ramadhani, Y. R. (2022). Development Of Teaching
Materials Based On Local Wisdom Through E-Learning Edmodo To Increase Student
English Literacy. Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Konseling (JPDK), 4(5), 5594-5602.
https://doi.org/10.31004/jpdk.v415.7562

Nafiah, U. (2020). Developing English modules with integrated Islamic values and the Jambi
local wisdom. Studies in English Language and Education, 7(1), 96—112.

Noviana, E., & Kurniaman, O. (n.d.). Tunjuk ajar melayu riau sebagai penanaman nilai pada
pendidikan karakter di sekolah dasar. conference proceeding ICETS 2016, 299.

Novita, D., Purwati, O., Anam, S., & Setiawan, S. (2020). Using Local Contents in English
Materials: A Manifestation of Maintaining Local Wisdom in English Language
Teaching. Asian EFL Journal Research, 27(4), 40-62.

Page, M. J., McKenzie, J. E., Bossuyt, P. M., Boutron, 1., Hoffmann, T. C., Mulrow, C. D.,
Shamseer, L., Tetzlaff, J. M., Akl, E. A., & Brennan, S. E. (2021). The PRISMA 2020
statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews. International Journal
of Surgery, 88, 105906. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijsu.2021.105906

Popay, J., Roberts, H., Sowden, A., Petticrew, M., Arai, L., Rodgers, M., Britten, N., Roen,
K., & Dufty, S. (2006). Guidance on the conduct of narrative synthesis in systematic
reviews. A Product from the ESRC Methods Programme Version, 1(1), b92.

Putri, M. E. (2023). The Effectiveness of Local Wisdom-Based English Reading Teaching
Materials in Improving Reading Literacy of Deaf Students. Journal of Languages and
Language Teaching, 11(4), 762—773. https://doi.org/10.33394/jollt.v11i4.9028

Renandya, W. A., Hamied, F. A., & Nurkamto, J. (2018). English language proficiency in

Indonesia: Issues and prospects. Journal of Asia TEFL, 15(3), 618.
http://dx.doi.org/10.18823/asiatef].2018.15.3.4.618

200 | Copyright © 2025, ELP, ISSN 2656-6451 EISSN 2502-2792



Rido, A. (2020). English for university graduate employability: Students and employers’
voices. Twelfth Conference on Applied Linguistics (CONAPLIN 2019), 6-10.

Rozimela, Y. (2021). The Development of English Teaching Materials Integrated Local
Wisdom of Riau Malay Culture for Grade IV Elementary School Students. Turkish
Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry, 12(10), 1966—1976..

Salamatina, I., Onishchenko, Y., Artyushenko, A., & Matyuhina, K. (2022). Linguacultural
and Sociocultural Competence as the Major Vector in Cross-Cultural Communication.
INTED2022 Proceedings, 8740-8745.

Sari, R. (2018). Improving english mediated by local wisdom and technology in global era.
KoPeN: Konferensi Pendidikan Nasional, 1(1), 212-216.

Septy, A. P. (2017). Technology Mediated literacy Education to local wisdom in English
Language Teaching. The I*' International Conference on Language, Literature and
Teaching, Proceeding, pp.287-293.

Shofyana, M. H., Aditama, M. G., Nugroho, H. 1., & Asmoro, H. T. (2022). Integrating Local
Wisdom in Project-Based Learning to Improve Post-Pandemic English Learning.
ENGLISH FRANCA: Academic Journal of English Language and Education, 6(2), 291—
306. DOI: 10.29240/ef.v6i2.5418

Sibarani, R., Simanjuntak, P., & Sibarani, E. J. (2021). The role of women in preserving local
wisdom Poda Na Lima ‘Five Advices of Cleanliness’ for the community health in Toba
Batak at Lake Toba  area. Gaceta  Sanitaria, 35, S533-S536.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gaceta.2021.10.086

Siddaway, A. P., Wood, A. M., & Hedges, L. V. (2019). How to do a systematic review: a
best practice guide for conducting and reporting narrative reviews, meta-analyses, and
meta-syntheses. Annual Review of Psychology, 70, T47-770.

Sulistyowati, T., & Surachmi, S. W. (2020). Introducing Local Wisdom through Narrative:
Teaching English in Higher Education. Indonesian EFL Journal, 6(1), 81-88.
https://doi.org/10.25134/ieflj.v6i1.2641

Susanti, M., Desyandri, D., & Irdamurni, I. (2023). Technology Impacts on Moral
Development ES Students. International Journal of Educational Dynamics, 5(2), 252—
257. https://doi.org/10.24036/1jeds.v512.438

Szymkowiak, A., Melovi¢, B., Dabi¢, M., Jeganathan, K., & Kundi, G. S. (2021). Information
technology and Gen Z: The role of teachers, the internet, and technology in the

education of young people. Elsevier: Technology in Society, 65, 101565.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2021.101565

Tuma, F. (2021). The use of educational technology for interactive teaching in lectures.
Annals of Medicine and Surgery, 62, 231-235.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amsu.2021.01.051

201 | Copyright © 2025, ELP, ISSN 2656-6451 EISSN 2502-2792



Uge, S., Neolaka, A., & Yasin, M. (2019). Development of Social Studies Learning Model
Based on Local Wisdom in Improving Students’ Knowledge and Social Attitude.
International Journal of Instruction, 12(3), 375-388.

Warman, L. A. D. (2021). The effect of Google classroom in Blended Learning on university
students’ English ability. J-SHMIC: Journal of English for Academic, 8(1), 12-23.
https://doi.org/10.25299/jshmic.2021.vol8(1).6216

Williams, J., Ebert, L., & Duff, J. (2019). Multi-modal learning using virtual reality
technology in neonatal resuscitation: exploring benefits and limitations. Women and
Birth, 32, S6. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wombi.2019.07.169

Yuliani, S. (2020). Initial need assessment on English teaching based on riau Malay folklore:
digital innovation in preserving culture. Education Quarterly Reviews, 3(1).

Yuliani, S., & Hartanto, D. (2021). Designing digital storytelling in English online learning.

International Journal of Educational Management and Innovation, 2(3), 309-321. DOLI:
10.12928/ijemi.v2i3.4139

202 | Copyright © 2025, ELP, ISSN 2656-6451 EISSN 2502-2792



